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Facts About Speeding in Oregon

Speeding: Driving at a speed too fast for conditions or in excess of the posted limit.

Consequences of Speeding

· Speeding is the number one contributor to traffic deaths and injuries in Oregon. Last year, out of 416 total traffic fatalities in Oregon, 210 were speed-related.

· On average, speed is a contributing factor in half of Oregon’s fatal crashes — a figure higher than the national average. And, speed is the only factor in 30 percent of traffic fatalities. 

· Speeders kill more innocent Oregonians than drunk drivers. In 2008, 40 percent of those killed in speed-related crashes (84 of 210) were innocent victims or passengers, not speeding drivers. 

· In addition to the loss of innocent lives, the total estimated economic cost of speeding-related crashes in Oregon in 2008 was $700 million.

· Tailgating, which often involves a speeding driver following closely behind another vehicle, is the leading cause of traffic crashes in Oregon.

· Fatality rates from speeding on rural roads are four times higher than in urban areas.

Enforcement

· Law enforcement officers are cracking down on speeders with new technologies, including laser devices that track speed and determine the distance between vehicles.

· Speeding tickets are expensive, and faster speeds mean bigger tickets. Exceeding the speed limit by 30 mph can lead to a 30-day driver’s license suspension and a $679 fine. Speeds of 100 mph or more could earn drivers a $1,103 fine plus a 30- to 90-day driver’s license suspension. 

· Excessive speed can also lead to additional charges such as arrest for reckless driving, which is a Class A Misdemeanor crime. If convicted of reckless driving, drivers face a mandatory license suspension of at least 90 days.

· In 2008, Oregon State Police troopers cited 376 drivers for driving 100 mph or faster. 

– Continued on Page 2 –

· Between 2000 and 2008, Oregon State Police troopers cited over 35,500 drivers for going between 90-99 mph, and more than 4,500 drivers for going 100 mph and faster.

· Increased fines and the threat of license suspensions are thought to have played an important role in a 30 percent reduction in the number of drivers driving 100 mph and faster since 2006.

Risks of Speeding

· The higher the speed, the higher the risk of death or serious injury. The chances of dying or being seriously injured in a traffic crash doubles for every 10 mph over 50 mph. This equates to a 400 percent greater chance of death or injury at 70 mph than at 50 mph.

· Safety equipment in vehicles is tested at 35 mph.* That same equipment loses the ability to work effectively at higher speeds.

· Speeding reduces a driver’s ability to steer safely around curves or obstacles, extends the distance necessary to stop and increases the distance a vehicle travels while the driver reacts to a dangerous situation — increasing both the likelihood and severity of crashes.

· The stopping distance for a passenger car on dry asphalt increases from 229 feet at 50 mph to 387 feet at 70 mph — a 69 percent increase.

· One of the most dangerous combinations is high speed and corners. The largest percentage of speed-related traffic deaths occur when a vehicle leaves the roadway, often on a corner, and crashes into a fixed object, such as a tree or rock.

· The time actually saved by speeding is negligible at best, and deadly at worst. A 10- to 15-mile trip in a 45 mph speed zone at 55 to 60 mph saves a maximum of 3.5 minutes.

#  #  #
For more information, please contact:        

Steve Vitolo, 503-986-4446, steve.d.vitolo@odot.state.or.us
Shelley Snow, 503-986-3438, shelley.m.snow@odot.state.or.us

*source: consumerreports.org
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